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The position that !
at has been taken by both the current and the past janth_rOpo]ogist, both

/outdo the S SOl @E ot Code
; (? /tpe fact that there is a biological basis for some human behaviors at the individual |
IVidual leve],

Race and racism in the United § =y Vo dac 4
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tes by( 1ppard, 2014, states that contrary weL ;ho d e >

\-...4/ u knOW that

sometime i .
s devastating effects of race and racism on behavior and biology of

a group or a sin
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individual. There has been a significant period of racism, in which botp —
YChological ang

physical oppression has characterized the lives of the victims. The victims of
' $ Of racism hay
€ been

seen as 5 :
members of low-status races and those leading low life styles, and jt
] 3 It has continyeq
to

impact all the people (Farber 156). [ \ |
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In the mj :
middle of the twentieth century there arose a new group of historians that

kick:
ed-off and took another look at the beginnings of the American experience. They went

thr
ough very many documents that they believed had information that could help them in their
L—‘L&"‘h L"V’ oY I {rL{ A j}v
quest to explore the genesis of racism. In both Mixing Races, 2011 by Farber xisl Race and

racism in the United States, 2014 by Lippard, states that our 19th and 20th-century beliefs and

e A e
¥ g e i

e ~ ideas concerning racism existed ot during the 17th century(Farber 150). It was discovered that
racism started as a folk idea and ideology concerning human differences It i)s thought to bea
o VD i/ (2 3
RV
social invention and not a product of science. It is indicated how racism bgcame an ideology into —,
- 0 ek RS T -
our consclousness and culture\<n the 1600s, the white youngsters,&tabhshed Jamestown in

e e i ot aitmes b disbmacsngt it

Englishmen who came to find fortunes and go back home. They wanted to copy the lifestyles

'_, #‘)

[
!
i Virginia; since the onset of the town, it was a crude and rough society that was filled by
{
L

~
S

,9 | \; that were led by the Spanish, obtaining wealth forcefully, conquering and enslaving the native

'3 people. However, the Indians were not ready to take this, and they fled to unknown territories.

)

v{“
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sotes: 0}

4 ~Jt\ " The settlers, later on, discovered a crop, tobacco, which could be sold to earn them a substantial

59\
™J <2 \_-income.

The process of planting, cultivating and processing tobacco required a lot of labor.
However, the greatest problem that faced the settlers was lack of sufficient labor force; farming

is a labor-intensive sector. The settlers decided to source labor from other regions, and hence

Wﬁed workers from England. According to ‘Race and Racism in the United Stateg by

Lippard, 2014, the workers who were sold were later not provided with sufficient basi ds
C nee

~ they were ill-clothed, ill-fed and lived in houses that were of low standard_

// - The servants were
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performed in the §; .
arm. They enjoyed such privileges as voting, serving on juries and socializing

with the E——
other planters. Once they were given this ﬁden chance, they never behaved differently

L, from @cir White counterparts, e ——— ‘_
LD What goe Jolk ke YT
According to the ‘Encyclopedia of African American history, 2010 by Barbara" laims ™ \
that, the Virginians during this period did not take the blacks as members of the community ]3
whom they shared same terms. Both the white and blacks serving the same master worked and
almost did all the basic activities together (Alexander 131). There existed no stigma that was |
associated with what currently is referred to as intermarriages; the entire servant's intermarriage
and gave birth to children. During the mid-century the colony was in chaos, the region's most
arable land was occupied by settlers who wanted to maximize their output. The poor servants
who made to the end, acquiring their freedom could not get any significant piece of land to do
farming. They became unhappy following the cases of abuse of power and corruption that were
practiced by the settlers. They rebelled against these settlers and caused unrest throughout the
colony. As time went by, the English servants began to decline in the late 17th century as jobs

began to be available at home. The slave trade that mostly involved Africans increased since

there was a high demand for the African slaves and intemal warfare in Africa also contributed to

the availability of more and more people for enslavement. N )
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In 1676 the most
dangerous and most remembered rebellion took place. The rebellion

consisted of thousan,
ds of poor workers who were led by Nathaniel Bacon; the rebellion calmed

not i m
unsatisfied by the rulers. The decisions that were reached at during the first quarter of the

v

18th century saw the birth of racial slavery. They subjected the Africans to permanent slavery 0!1"‘7{

them; they imposed laws that favored their fellow whites. Also, they restricted the movements of |

{“‘\( (. Q "
i *

. gt din 2
-{xtlﬁ”b ":U"‘kt% )

the Africans, and then they began sourcing Africans directly from Africa; they were not familiar |
with the western culture and were also unfamiliar with the western language. Some white men

claimed that the blacks had no rights under th)e British laws and therefore could be subjected to

. e
slavery. Aftar 1672, ve}ry manyklfncans were shipped to the colony through the Atlantic

(Aicxander 163). However, the colony could not do without the Afncans  they were beheved to

- £ ti’.'— QA -
bphmng prior knowledge of Qﬁigg&ﬁnmng And al 30 the;swere highly disciplined and
f\
co-operated ‘well in groups. Though there lived many Irish slaves in the Caribbean Isles than the

U

Africans, those who were taken into captivity from the English war zones, knew nothing

~ concerning tropical agriculture. The Irish people often escaped to join their co-religionists, the

|

v

Catholic Spanish and were seen as a rebellious lot and hence were not the favorites of the colony

The colony was interested in the Africans since they were loyal, disciplined and strong; they

could perform a lot of farm chores without getting exhausted easily. They endured heavy labor

~and hence brought more profits to the colony than any other peoples.
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Both ‘hQ Enc (AC. y
Y°l°pedn of

Aﬁwam Amcnm hlstory, 20 my Bm and ‘Mxxmg

racm, 2011 by Farb;r 4
iffers on‘tﬁe reasonbwhy the Afn.cﬁs o ‘ W opti @when 1t.came

w farmmg Farber m@mm’ th
e Africans were rich in knowledge regarding tropical farming

Ao

“since ‘hﬂ'}f had practiced
, such bac
oV k in Afﬂca Some colomcs such as Georgia in the mid-18th i
- . iy
Ajj

century doctded to do
Wllhout thc slaves but it failed; they needed the Africans for their survival. Ail
Ay

'l'he colonists di :
1scovered 2 ‘
Vi that the Africans were resistant to tropical discases and were strong. !

fit to them

i

thus were more i :
productive than the whites and hence they were of more bene

A
(Alexander 135). The rate of mortality of the slaves increased tremendously due to the cruelty

with which they were treated by their mastcr? followmg pctty crimes comnutwf However, the
-+ ) 4 \‘\ R 9 '{.;f\r(

e S TS Covir€e;
slaves kept oft emxgranng imto Amcnca from England in the eaﬂy l'hh century ‘1';33’ h“d .. F
7\

b SIS ,-1-1 v /w A 1
CEA G~ 4 pors mm
chonce but to move in there in the colonies. In contrast 1o Indians, Africans pdssesse,d/a “____w ( " s
\Hhvc’fb
o \ W

immunity to old world diseases. The colony masters dnscovcred that the Africans €

longer and were able to produce more than the White counterparts who were prone 08 h\Sh e i N,Wt

s OULEN - X Lo
_of monahty According t BM, ﬂ;c Afncans were in a foreign land where there was no close
| D O0RL 7
. allies and hzd no powm' unlike the Indians Who ¢duld not escape to familiar territories. This fact
X ML* yv i s tvv“U “‘S_;(; \, {:u\,\. pY < 4 \ N
f all the peoples of the Americas. ' wh et

,.-’: m..

v ma&: the Afncans miore vulnerab!e 0

The English servants begantodecrw.se during the last quarter of the 17th century. The
%{L..\vx, \.}\*i { g "\"\J&JL kutoi

- trade of slave in Africa increased d}fﬂ _E)_ fxitcmal warfare in Africa that provtded more people for

the difference in skin complexion between the whites and blacks made it easy

mdc Following
_ for demarcation that saw the Africans expos permanent slavery. A powerful class of settlers
@mded to impose racial ;lavcry to\ their selﬁsh economic interests. This period saw new
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Towards the end of the 18th century, there arose a great debate over the nature of the

Negro developed. Anti-slayery forces mostly in Europe spoke against the American Revolution
for Calypémg for’ %‘reedom Ygt/]they sﬁfl ih:d tho:é% m&; ;ﬁilgrﬁ:oéle they had put under
slavery. The result of this campaigns gave rise to an ideology that dehurflamzed the Negro and
lowered his status closer those of the apes. During @;’;};&Q& put to an end, but race
as a social status of human identities continued (lfr" Gallagher 206). The ideology saw the :
existence of separate and distinct, and exclusive groups which were created unequal by nature.

They believed that the two races were different regarding physmal and behavioral traits. Thus,
“T\U"-' Hert ar ¢ s WL

stﬂLgp 8re-iya stereotypé&of African ~Am cans as lackm ip intelligence, loud,
<hil uf\rm
irrational, emotional and superstitious; it is thought race differénces cannot be

transformed or changed. This idea and behefs to some significant extend it giv \ better
understanding of who we are as human beings; there is a need to confront th reality of race.
Knowing the truth concerning our past will indeed help us to get free from the attitudes and

| beliefs regarding human differences that were planted in us.
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